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THE STORY OF ANICHA ADI, THE EPIC DRAMA

(R. Natarajan, B.A., B.T.,)

Surumbaar Kuzhali, the daughter of Eyinan, is the
wife of the renowned warrior Arulazhi. He is well versed
in the art of war. At the time the play commences,
Surumbaar Kuzhali is an expectant mother. She longs to
visit the city of Naravu pattinam. The people of Narayu
pattinam are preparing to celebrate the birthday of their ruler
Nannan. There resides the evil hearted Mignili. Fearing
harm from him Eyinan is uowilling to allow Surumbaar
Kuzhali and her husband on their proposed visit to
Narayu pattinam. On the advice of the poet Paranar he
gives his consent. They are asked to go in disguise and to
be very careful during their sojourn there.

At Naravy pattinam one day Surumbaar Kuzhali goes to
bathe in the river in the company of some maid friends.
An uaripe mango fruit comes floating in the water within
her reach. Overcome by the natural tendency peculiar to
expectant mothers, she seizes and bites it. The companions
are shocked and asked her to desist from eating it. The
unripe mango fruit belongs to the king and king alone.
It is the royal decree that none else should touch it.
Transgressors are condemned to death. As a consequence of
biting the unripe mango fruit she is branded a culprit and
brought before the king Nannan.  She hides her identity on
interrogation.

Yet she cannot escape the eagle eyed evil genius Mignili
who is present in the royal court. He recognizes who she
is. Not to let slip the unexpected opportunity of wreaking
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vengeance on [Fyinan, he declares that the culprit is no
less a person than the daughter of Eyingn and no doubt
she has come on the unholy mission of spying. The king
is roused and gets infuriated. Swrumbaar Kuzhali is
condemned to death.

Bereaved of his young swecet heart killed in a cruel
manner for a trivial offence—if offence it could be cailled
at all —Arulazhi vows to uproot the venomous tree and
vicious Mignili. He finds a friend in Kanian Keeran belonging
to the race of Kosars. Kanian Keeran consoles and comforts
Arulazhi and takes him home at Niyamam. There he
unfolds a scheme for destroying the tree. He counsels
patience till the scheme is carried out.

Kanian Keeran has an intimate friend who is in the
service of Nannan. Before taking the royal elephants to
the river for bath Kanian Keeran's friend feeds one of the
elephants with poisoned food. The elephant gets mad on
the way and ferociously attacks other elephants. The
_enraged elephants get wild and run hither and thither
Entering the mango grove they destroy it by uprooting
the trees.

Arulazhi’s joy knows no bounds. Lostinjoy he walks
in front of an elephant that catches him in his trunk and
flings him  aloft- Arwlazhi falls down unconscious.
Kanian Keeran takes him home. Through the unfailing and
loving attention of Anicha adi, the daughter of Kanign
Keeran, he gets well by and by. While convalescing the
Prince Senguttuvan, brother of Narmudicheral pays him a
visit and he gives him the news of the demise of Eyinan
and Anivalai.

THE STORY OF ANICHA ADI FE

Narmudicheral intends to seize back the Poozhinadu
conquered and annexed by Nannan. He makes prepara-
tions to go to war, with Nannan. A war council is conve-
ned and Arulazhi is invited to attend it. Mignili is not
silent either. He goads Nannan to surround and attack
Cheranadu. 1t is passing through its lowest ebb. It has
tost its able commander. Its trade across the seas has been
hit hard by Vengaimukan the ruler of the Coral Island.
Vengaimukan is in the camp of Nannan. Hence Nannan
too is on the war path,

Arulazhi is not back-yet from Cheranadu. Anicha adi
is full of anxiety for him. She i5 puzzied with herself.
What has happened to her of late ? Thenral, the south
breeze and moonlight afflicther by their heat. Is it expedi-
ent to confide her love to him? Only recently he has
lost his wife. He has not yet fully recovered from the
agony. Granting that he pays heed to her attentions,
won’t it check him from wreaking his vengeance ¢ Will it
be said of him that he failed to retrieve the honour of his
family because of his love towards her 7 Should she hide
within herself the innate flame of love ? Should she keep
herself aloof however attracted by his looks, demeanour
and valour ? Tossed among such thoughts she remains per
plexed. Nannan is by nature a good hearted soul. He
feels penitent for having meted out capital punishment to
Surumbaar Kuzhali. She appears in his dream. Her facs
is red with anger. She shreaks out to him ‘Nemesis is
come”’. Nannan awakes alarmed and shudders in dread. At
another time he dreams of trying to pick a mango from a
tree. The fruits thereon suddenly change into human faces
laughing at him ; the flowers change into flesh and the bees
change into vultures trying to tear off the flesh. Struck with
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horror, Nannan sinks into an abyss of despair. Mignili
tries to dispel his gloom. “What was done was right. The
King can do no wrong. Penitence is a needless exercise.
It is better to give up grieving and go ahead with the pre-
parations for war> he says. Arulazhi is sent by the Chera-
king to the Chozha King toseek his help in the event of war
with Nannan. The Chozha King is unwilling to help and sends
a ietter to that effect through 4rulazhi. Kanian is not happy
over it. He intercepts the letter and recasts it slightly. (Before
continuing his journey Arulazhi converses with Anicha adi)
Having in mind the relationship between Chera and Chozha
he comes to the conciusion that even near relatives are not
to be depended upon in times of great nced. He quotes
the lines <Attachment generates endless miseries.
Detachment  but leads to countless  pleasures.”
Anicha adi is piqued by these lines. She takes them
to mean that he does not love her. So she asks him ‘“why
should you come here at all?”” she says. He replies ‘I come
to thank you for your help.”” These words make
Anicha adi sad.

Arulazhi continues his journey. He falls into the
hands of Mignili. He is putin prison. Arulazhi escapes
from the prison through the help of Kanian Keeran
and goes to meet him on the road leading to.
Naravu pattinam.

There he meets Anicha adi instead of her father.
They stroll along the beach. The crabs there, run away
seeing them. ¢‘See there! Frightened by the sound of your
bangles the crabs flee’”” says Arulazhi. Anicha adi
already piqued in her heart says ‘‘Such a wretch I have
become. Even the crabs despise me.”’ Pointing to another

_ ¢
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crab that is sticking to its place Arulazhi says <Look!
This crab stands enchanted by the charm of your face.”
To this Anicha adi replies *“Not that. The crab knows
well that ¢Attachment generates endless miseries.
Detachment but leads to countless pleasures”.  Arulazhi
is struck dumb by these remarks. Silently they get into a
boat and reach Thondi. Arulazhi asks her ““You seem
to dislike me. Still you help me. Why %" <In the hope
that you would come to my home one day and say *“Thank
you”’, she retorted sharply. Leaving him at Thondi, she
rows back the boat. On the way she is captured by
Vengaimukan who takes her to his Coral Island and keeps
her there in captivity.

Narmudicheral thinks the time is ripe for striking
Nannan. Arulazhi is given command to attack Poozhi.
Chenguttuvan is to invade the Coral Island. Thulunadu is
to be attacked on the ecast from the Kongunadu by Narmu-
dicheral. On the north in the Punnadu, Aadu Kotpaattu
Cheralathan is to arouse the pecple to rebellion.

Meanwhile, Arulazhi is sent to the Coral Islands to
watch the movements of enemy’s warships. At the Coral
Islands, Korpuli the son of Vengaimukan falls in love with
Anicha Adi Kotpuli begs her to marry him.  She ridicules
him and derides his tribe. Enraged, he drags her by her
locks. Arulazhi comes out from his hiding with sword in
hand and a duel ensues. With deadly wounds Kotpuli falls
down on the ground. Arulazhi leaves the place with
Anicha adi. Kotpuli flings his poisoned scimitar at Anicha adi
It pierces her neck from behind. Arulazhi takes her to
Paranar and leaves her in his care.




e ANICHA ADI

Sometime later he comes to see her. He says “You
nursed me while I was ill, now that you are ill I go away
without helping you.” She wants him to go to war “Won’'t
you please reveal your heart to me at least this time?” asks
Arulazhi. Suspecting her love might stay him long she
says “Pardon me for my past impudence. When you return
with victory from the battlefront I shall pour out my
whole heart to you. Farewell.” Arulazhi is off.

The war is on. News from the various battlefronts
reach Nannan. Unable to bear the brunt of the attack of
Chera, Mignili retreats to Kadampin Peruvaayil. Arulazhi
comes there and surrounds Mignili. Vengaimukan 1s
destroyed in his island by Senguttuwan.  From there
Senguttuvan proceeds to attack Naravu pattinam and
Paaram the capital or Thulunadu. A rebellion has broken
out in Punnadu. Narmudicheral invades from the east:
Nannan understands well that he is face to face with grim
destruction. He has already earned the bad repute of
having killed an innocent young woman. Lest it would be
said of him that he was cowardly, he enters the battlefield
and dies fighting.

Anicha adi is anxious about Arulazhi. The physician
forbids telling her anything exciting. News about the war
is withheld from her. Suspecting that something has
happened to Arulazhi she laments. Just then a soldier
from the battlefront comes and tells her about the end of
Mignili and the victory of Arulazhi. The news is too much
for her. In her joy she cries “ Where are you my Arul?
Where are you my love.”” Thereon blood gushes forth
through her mouth and she faints dead.

THE STORY OF ANICHA ADI #@

After slaying Mienili in the fight, Arulazhi finds
out the cremation ground where the body of Surumbaar
Kuzhali was consigned to flames. He stands still a few
moments and sadly utters ¢I have recovered everything
but you.” Kanian Keeran and the poet Parana arrive
there. Arulazhi enquires about the health of Anicha adi.
He laments her loss and asks if she told them anything
in her last moments. They say that she used to murmur
to herself the lines

“Attachment generates endless miseries,
Dectachment but leads to countless pleasures”.

Arulazhi is shocked and smitten. He falls down fainting.
“He has followed her to get the import of those words,
alas !” say Paranar and Kanian Keeran.
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